
 

 

7th July 2017 
 
Dear Parents 

 
I am pleased to report that the Academic Year 2016 to 2017 has shown that the school continues 
to thrive.  We are already taking registrations for the year 2021 to 2022.   
 
Mrs Gayral and her PFOG team have continued with the excellent tradition of running events and 
activities for the children and parents that have created additional funds and considerable 
amounts of fun.  Thank you very much Mrs Gayral and everyone involved in PFOG.  I hope you 
agree that the new hall screen and projector are already proving most valuable.  
 
Today we say an official goodbye to Mrs Munnery and Mrs Barker.  Mrs Barker has been working 
with us since 2008 alongside Mrs Munnery.  Mrs Barker has contributed greatly to the success of 
the Kindergarten class and numerous children have been helped by her.  I personally will miss 
her enormous help and support as production assistant on the school play.  Thank you Mrs 
Barker, we will miss you.   
 
Mrs Munnery has been a member of staff since 1990.  Her ability to spot Whitgift potential pupils 
is legendary, although to be fair every single child in her care is given the very best of starts and 
the fullest and most caring support.  Val Munnery is Oakhyrst through and through and we will all 
miss her greatly.  I would like on all of our behalves to say a very sincere and special thank you 
to Mrs Munnery for all that she has done for so many Oakhyrst children and families over the 
years. 
 
It is good to be able to let you know that Mrs Hobbs will be working as the Teaching Assistant 
alongside Mrs Brown in next year’s Kindergarten Class.  Mrs Keith will be assisting Miss 
Cockbain in Year 1 and Mrs Rocha along with Mrs Gorman will be assisting Mrs Dowling in 
Lower Kindergarten.  
 
This year there have been two residential trips, one for Year 5 to Bushcraft and one for Year 6 
who took their usual Kingswood trip.  In addition there have been twenty four educational day 
visits shared between all of the classes across the school, to include theatre trips, visits to 
religious centres and places of geographical interest.  
 
We played our usual round of swimming, table tennis, netball, football, cricket, rounders, hockey 
and judo fixtures throughout the year. We have had phenomenal success in sport yet again this 
year.  As promised in my Prizegiving Speech I can provide a document giving more detail about 
our sporting success, upon request.   
 

This year there are 105 children taking peripatetic music lessons in a wide range of instruments 
per week. 80 children will have taken ABRSM examinations this year. We enjoyed our usual 
success at the Reigate and Redhill Music Festival.  As promised in my Prizegiving Speech again 
I can provide a document giving more detail about our musical success, if requested.    
This year 51 children have taken LAMDA examinations with great success.  24 children have 
taken modern dance lessons and 27 children have taken ballet lessons and exams.   
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A final word for our current Year 6 pupils who are in fact the first group of children to go all the 
way through the school with me as Headmaster.   I congratulate them, each and every one, on 
their academic success this year.  More importantly I firmly believe that they are a brilliant class 
who share a mutual love and respect for each other and their school.    
 
I know that all of the mums and dads and family members and whole staff are very proud of our 
Year 6 leavers.   
 
I wish everyone a very happy and safe family summer holiday period.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Mr Alex Gear 
Headmaster 
 
Chairman Elect of the ISA  
 
 

 
 
 

 


