
 

 

5th December 2019 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
As we rush toward Christmas I am pleased to say that our Year 6 pupils are already well into 
preparations for next school examinations.  Indeed, we have already been notified of some early 
successes and I will share these with you at the Summer Prize Giving in the usual way.   
 
I have just come from watching the dress rehearsal of the school Nativity Play, ‘A Little Bird Told Me’.  It 
was performed in front of the rest of the school and staff.  As ever the production standards were very 
high and Friday’s audience of parents and family members are in for a real treat.  Aren’t we lucky to be 
surrounded by so many talented members of staff and pupils?   
 
Mrs McCoy kindly came into school in order to officially open our brand new play equipment that was 
very generously donated by PFOG.  The addition of such equipment to our facilities can only enhance 
the enjoyment of the outdoor space that is such an integral part to life here at Oakhyrst.  A very special 
thank you to PFOG for this and the many other gifts and opportunities that they provide for the children.  
Next week we are looking forward to the Christmas party and to Santa making his usual visit. 
 
As you know we have been trialling new drop off arrangements every morning for pupils and their 
siblings in Years 5 and 6.  The pilot has gone incredibly well and we will be continuing with the same 
arrangements from the start of next term in the same way.  A special thank you to Mrs Green who has 
acted as the team leader and to her team of 11 volunteers who have done so much to make things so 
much easier for many of our parents.  The Stanstead Road is, I believe, a slightly quieter place most 
mornings.  According to the details that we have collected, it is fair to say that at least 20 cars per day 
are not now parking in the Stanstead Road for extended periods of time.  This has smoothed the flow of 
traffic quite considerably.  
 
Year 5 went on their usual Bushcraft Trip at the beginning of term while Year 4 visited Bough Beech as 
usual with Mrs Leyshon.  There has been a wide range of sporting fixtures both home and away and I 
am pleased to say that Miss Harrington, our new Head of Games, is settling in well.  One addition to our 
fixture list has been for our U11 girls who competed in a friendly tournament at Caterham School and 
they equipped themselves well. 
 
We have had Form Assemblies from Years 2, 3 and 4 and as ever everyone was seriously impressed by 
the quality and content of these performances.  They really are special performances. The Harvest 
Festival Service at St Mary’s Church was a wonderful celebration at the start of our Autumn Term and 
the generosity of the parents meant that we were able to make large donations to the Caterham Food 
Bank of food and produce.  The Remembrance Day Service was impeccably observed by Years 5 and 6.  
This service remains a very key part of our annual calendar.  A special word of thanks to Mr Gardner and 
his fellow trumpeter, Finn K, Year 5 who punctuated the two-minute silence with the last post and the 
reveille quite memorably.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
As always our term is rounded off with the Carol Service that is held at St Mary’s Church.  Father Trevor 
Mapstone came to visit us last week and we are looking forward to working with him as our local vicar 
very closely over the coming years.  Reverend Frany will be hosting this year’s Carol Service and has 
promised me that she will stay closely in touch with us.   
 
I end this letter with news that Miss Plant, our Year 6 Class Teacher, will be taking maternity leave from 
May 2020.  I am sure that we all wish her all the very best.  The absence of any member of staff will 
always be slightly unsettling, but I wish to reassure the whole parent body, especially those of children in 
the current Year 5 that I have taken immediate steps to find appropriate cover.  Mrs Emma Harbott will 
be taking up a fixed term contract with us to cover Miss Plant’s absence.  Mrs Harbott is a very 
experienced teacher and has held senior leadership roles at Caterham and other schools.  She is also 
an experienced Year 6 Class Teacher and has in fact spent several years in helping to prepare pupils for 
11+ examinations, many of which include the schools that we send our pupils to.  Miss Dance will be 
picking up Miss Plant’s curriculum IT responsibilities and Mrs Gorman has kindly agreed to take the 
responsibility for E-Safety within the school during Miss Plant’s absence.  I am very confident that the 
transition will be seamless and we are very much looking forward to working with Mrs Harbott until Miss 
Plant’s return.    
 
I pray that you will all have a very happy and safe family Christmas. 
 
With season’s best wishes and greetings. 
 
 
 
Mr Alex Gear 
Headmaster 


